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CALISTA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.15 am]: My grievance this morning is to 
the Minister for Education and concerns the provision of fencing at Calista Primary School in my electorate. 
Calista Primary School is a fairly old campus and is one of the earliest schools to have been established in the 
Kwinana area. The school is growing with the next generation of people moving to Kwinana and has been 
extended as a result of the government’s family centre program. The school is currently ring-fenced, partly with 
very old and dilapidated cyclone fencing and some new garrison fencing on the northern side of the school, in 
keeping with the new buildings erected in that area. The school is in a fairly densely populated area and I believe 
it has been subject to unnecessary vandalism and attacks. In addition to my call to have garrison fencing installed 
around the main school buildings, I call on the government to place a physical barrier of lower cyclone fencing 
around the school oval. The school oval abuts Gilmore Avenue, which is a very busy four-lane main road that 
runs through the town centre. This particular part of Gilmore Avenue has seen increased levels of activity by 
virtue of the expansion of the local shopping precinct. Three bottle shops and four fast-food outlets can be seen 
from the Calista Primary School oval. One of the bottle shops is the new Dan Murphy’s outlet, which is so large 
it is the size of a planet and probably has its own gravitational force. The Calista Primary School oval has been 
used increasingly as a thoroughfare by members of the public and there is increasing interaction between the 
schoolkids playing on the oval at playtime and members of the public going through the school grounds; so 
much so—I recently reported this to the Minister for Education—that in the last 12 months the oval was the site 
of an assault on the deputy principal, which I understand involved the deputy principal trying to get a member of 
the community with a trail bike off the oval. School staff report drunken behaviour by members of the public on 
the oval, including one couple who were, shall we say, entering into the most natural of acts, but that is not 
necessarily all that natural in the context of a school playground. In the context of violent acts towards staff, 
drunken behaviour and fornicating members of the public, I think it is appropriate that the school oval is at least 
partitioned by a physical barrier—I do not think garrison fencing is necessary at that point—of ring-fencing 
around the oval to increase safety for students and staff. 

The new family and special education centres erected on the side of the school oval are an extension of the main 
school campus. The new buildings stick out from the campus onto the school oval and are not protected by any 
high fencing. That is another reason the government should look at garrison fencing for the school. Disturbingly, 
in the last couple of months the school has been vandalised and broken into. Even more disturbingly, people got 
into the kids’ farm area, which is one of the school’s activities, and killed the chickens housed there. I think it is 
imperative that the government moves to erect garrison fencing around the main school campus and lower height 
cyclone fencing around the school oval. 

It is important because we see an increasing interaction with members of the public using the oval as a 
thoroughfare. That is compromising the safety of the students at that school and of the staff who are supervising 
those children. These new buildings jutting out onto the oval also need further protection, and we need to have 
garrison fencing around the main school buildings to protect those buildings, the school community and the 
students who go to that school. 

The minister wrote back to me and made the observation that the school has minor works funding and that it 
should be using that for the fencing around the oval. I put it to the minister that that is not the purpose of minor 
works funding. The purpose of minor works funding is for maintenance and, indeed, minor works. This is about 
the safety of the kids and the staff at that school, and it is the responsibility of government to ensure that we have 
school grounds that provide that level of protection. From that point of view, it is self-evident that the school 
now needs protection with proper garrison fencing right around the school buildings, and needs further 
protection for the kids with lower cyclone fencing around the school oval. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.22 am]: I acknowledge the interest of the member 
for Kwinana in ensuring that the government is aware of the security needs of Calista Primary School. By way of 
background, I understand that the Department of Education has for some years funded a perimeter security fence 
program, with approximately $500 000 being allocated annually for that purpose. It is worth noting that the 
average cost of fencing a primary school is $100 000. Therefore, I think it could be argued that the $500 000 
does not go all that far with the number of schools we have. The allocation of that funding is determined on the 
basis of needing to rectify wilful damage at schools over the previous three years, but the $500 000 is not 
provided for replacement of existing fencing. I am advised that as school ovals are normally considered a local 
amenity by many people in the community, security fencing around school ovals is, therefore, generally not 
provided—putting aside the cost of it, of course, which is not a minor consideration. 
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As the member for Kwinana would be aware, a new child and parent centre is being built at Calista. The 
estimated cost of the centre is $1.1 million and it is due to be completed in July, so that is no doubt a very 
welcome development for the school and the Calista and Kwinana communities. 

Mr R.H. Cook: Absolutely. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That is good to hear. 

I am advised that the Department of Education is providing garrison fencing to join the new child and parent 
centre to the enclosed area of Calista Primary School, but the project does not include other fencing around the 
site. So it seems to me that the existing fencing will be retained, but garrison fencing will be added to ensure that 
the new child and parent centre is incorporated within the school security perimeter. The department has advised 
that chain link fencing is the most common material used to fence schools and has proven to be a very effective 
visual deterrent. The effectiveness of any security measure at a school site is, of course, highly reliant on the 
vigilance of the local community and the involvement in programs such as School Watch. They are important to 
consider in this context. 
The member referred to minor works funding and argued that that was not an appropriate source of funding for 
fencing around the oval. I am advised by the minister that it is usual to provide the funding for the low-level 
fencing around the oval that is desired in this case from the minor works grant that is provided to the school. 
Hopefully, there can be some consideration by the school administration to see whether it can provide from that 
source the low-level fencing that is requested, and no doubt well justified, around the oval. If there is any 
damage to existing fencing, that should be reported by all schools to their Building Management and Works 
representative as quickly as possible. 
Finally, I am advised that the fencing plan at Calista Primary School will be reviewed when the new child and 
parent centre is complete and the landscaping is finalised. Maybe that provides an opportunity for 
reconsideration of the fencing that is there at the moment. At least there are some moves in the direction that the 
member for Kwinana is seeking with garrison fencing being provided around the child and parent centre, and, 
from what I am advised, a further review will be undertaken after that project is completed and the landscaping 
is finalised. 
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